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Elsewhere in a short manuscript that he had named
Diverses Cko$e$t and that to a certain extent he had incorporated
into this latest collection of jottings, he had discussed his
attitude towards an artistic technique* "No, I have none/' he
declared* "Or rather I have one, but very vagabond, very
-elastic, following the mood in which I wake in the morning, a
technique that I use in my own way to express my thoughts,
without taking into consideration the truth of Nature that is
externally apparent/'
As the writing of Avant et Apres progressed, more and more
of the memories of his childhood came back to him, with
memories of his rebuffs in Paris* Roujon, the Director of the
Beaux-Arts, could not be forgotten, It had been he who had
allowed the State to go back on its promise, who had not given
him the commissions or the orders which he felt were his right
and which could have saved him from the continuation of the
general neglect that had been his misfortune after his return
from his "Artistic Mission/' He had been amused when
Roujon had said that his art "revolted" him, but he could not
forget that he had said also that it was "too revolutionary/'
"What!" Gauguin exclaimed among the torrent of thoughts
that he noted, "I, a revolutionary; I who adore and respect
Raphael* What is revolutionary art? At what epoch does its
revolution cease?" He was, in spite of his boasting, sensitive
to the judgment of others* He had always cared profoundly
for the goodwill of those whom he knew but the fact that he
had had so little had affected him less than it would have
another man, perhaps, who had been less patient*
Gradually the intentions of his life found statement among
the many pages* "On an intelligence that is mine I have
wished to erect a superior intelligence which shall become that
of my neighbour if it suits him* The effort is cruel, but not
useless* It is pride and not vanity*" Consciously or not, he was
aware that his life was nearly over, and in two disconnected
passages he summarised his attitude to it* "I consider that life
has sense only when one practises it voluntarily or as voluntarily